Spontaneous Vibrio vulnificus peritonitis and primary sepsis in two patients with alcoholic cirrhosis.
Two patients with alcoholic cirrhosis were seen on two separate occasions for fever, swollen legs, petechial hemorrhage, purpura, and cutaneous bullae. One patient ate oysters 2 days before the onset of illness. Vibrio vulnificus, a lactose-positive halophilic vibrio, was isolated from the ascitic and cutaneous fluid in both cases, and from the blood in one of the two cases. Both isolated strains were sensitive to the antibiotics given to the patients from the beginning; however, both patients died, one from septicemic shock and the other from massive esophageal variceal hemorrhage. Autopsies in both patients revealed alcoholic cirrhosis, hemorrhagic necrosis of the terminal ileum, intraalveolar hemorrhage, petechial hemorrhage in the peritoneum, and nonspecific acute inflammation of the dermis with vasculitis. Physicians should consider V. vulnificus in the differential diagnosis of cirrhotic patients with sepsis, primary skin lesions, and spontaneous bacterial peritonitis with or without history of recent oyster ingestion.